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[4] CHAPTER FIRST.

OF THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY.

a great number of these tribes, has continued to
such an extent, for a year past, that one may
say that this country is but one scene of massacre.
Hardly had I concluded the preceding Relation
when a band of barbarous Iroquois having surprised
one of our frontier villages, spared neither sex, not
even the children, and destroyed all by fire, except
a score of persons. These succeeded in effecting
their escape from amid the flames and the enemies’
arrows, and came to tell us at the same time of their
ruin and of the coming of the storm that disappeared
before the rising of the sun. It was the most im-
pious of the villages, and that which had been most
rebellious against the truths of the faith in all these
countries; and its inhabitants had more than once
told the Fathers who had gone to teach them that,
if there were a God who avenged crimes, they defied
him [5] to make them feel his anger, and that, for
anything less than that, they refused to acknowledge
his power.

Almost at the same time, an army of our Hurons
started to meet some other band of enemies. They
consulted a famous Magician, for the purpose of re-
ceiving his orders. That instrument of Satan caused
a dark tabernacle to be erected for him, two or three
feet in height, and as many in width; filled it with

’I‘HE scourge of war, that has hitherto carried off



